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Narrative –   

B:  Non human bones found near blackberry brambles

On 8-15-2010 at approximately 1630 hours a call was received from Detective ________, stating that a woman called reporting bones by some blackberry bushes.  To verify whether the bones were human or animal, jurisdiction was assumed and a scene response was made.  The scene was a small gravel utility road off of 46th Avenue and Meridian Street NE.  Blackberry brambles flanked both sides of a gated gravel road.   Weeds and short grass were mixed in with the blackberries.  

A bone with the features consistent of a large tibia was lying on the ground in the grass and weeds.  To the right of the tibia, an assortment of vertebrae and ribs were scattered on the ground covering a rectangular area of approximately 3 feet by 1 foot.   A large femur bone with a small head was to the left of the tibia.  Other vertebrae and small fragments of bone were found partially buried under the bones.  There were two different animals represented; one animal had younger growth plates that were not fused together while the other had older growth plates that were fused.  There was a strong smell of decomposition.  The older bones were greasy with some tissue still attached so they were fairly recent.  The younger bones were not greasy and some were partially buried in the dirt under the grass and weeds and had been put there before the older bones.  The bones were photographed and removed to this office for further investigation.  

A further investigation of the bones revealed that they were nonhuman probably ungulate bones belonging to an elk and deer.  The shape of the bones along with their sheer size differentiated them from human bones.  The nonhuman femur’s head was small and was not completely round with an insignificant neck.  A human femur has a completely rounded head with a distinct neck between the femur head and its shaft.  The nonhuman lumbar vertebra was very large, approximately 5” from body to spinous process.  A human lumbar vertebra is approximately 3” from body to spinous process.    The nonhuman ribs were flat, wide, and not very curved with a large nonarticular part of tubercle.  A human rib is thin, highly curved, and has a small nonarticular part of the tubercle.  Since the bones were determined to be nonhuman, no other investigation was deemed necessary.  
Gretchen Williams


Reserve Deputy Coroner


THURSTON COUNTY CORONER’S REPORT





Thurston County Coroner’s Office


Mailing Address: Courthouse, Olympia, WA 98502-6045


Physical Address: 2925 37th Ave SW, Tumwater, WA 98512


(360) 867-2140   Fax (360) 867-2141











Thurston County Coroner’s Case Number   10-1429-09
Page 2 of  2
Rev. April 26, 2007

